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Essentials of a Good Definition

1. A definition is a sentence.

2. One part of the sentence names the term being defined and places it in known
set, or class.

3. The other part of the sentence states the property which distinguishes the term

from the remaining members of the set in which it has been placed.

4. Apart from introducing the term being defined, the definition uses only terms
which have been explained earlier or accepted as understood.

5. The definition includes no unnecessary qualification, and is therefore reversible.
Your turn
1. Criticize the following definition fort r i angl e . “A triangl e has

2. Write a fAgoodimgldef i nition for

3. Criticize the following definitionf or st r ai ght anglgeht .“"/An ang
4, Write a fgoosddgtrenglé. ni ti on for

5. Write a fgoothdseghemtf i ni ti on f or

6. Criticize the following definition for| i n e . “A |'ine contains in
7. Write a Angoodmy definition for

8. Wr i t e alefifiitprofa chrgruence.
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